PREFACE

i. 1 HE AIM of this book can be stated briefly. It attempts
to explain, in simple non-technical terms a great expcnment
in a new orde] of society. Its appearance today is the
less inopportune, because suspicion still exists on both
sides between two great peoples. The need for wider
undcistanding is pai amount.

2. The experiment which is being worked out on a sixth
of the catth's surface is founded on a new organi/ation of
economic life, based on cleatly defined principles which
arc thoroughly understood and gladly accepted. These
principles, now on tml, differ as far as east from west
from our own competitive system of every man for himself
and devil take the hindcrmost, with the profit-making
motive as the chief incentive, men being used as means
and not ends, with all the consequential exploitation of
the mass of the people that inevitably follows.

Our system lacks moral basis It is only justified on
the grounds that no alternative exists. It gives rise, when
Christian men and women accept it and acquiesce in it,
to that fatal divergence between principles and practice
of Christian people, which is so damning to religion, and
which found its sternest crilic in Christ Himself. The gap
between Sunday, with its sermons on brotherhood, co-
operation, .seeking of others' good, and Monday, with its
competitive rivalries, its veiled warfares, its concentration
upon acquisition, its dctcunination to build up one's own
security, becomes so wide that many of the better men
and women of today remain outside the Chuiches
altogether. Hypocrites they will not be. The young
especially, with their modern passion for .sincerity, are in
open tcvoll,

Sudi is the moral aspect of contemporary economic
society. Its scientific aspect is the wholly irrational
wastage of wealth, the artificially induced shortage, the
poverty amidst plenty, which is as patently foolish as it